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November 1, 2011

Karen R. Wasson, Esq.

Attn: Courtney

Joel N. Varnell & Associates
Trinity Place, Suite 1500
1801 Broadway

Denver, CO 80202-3878

Subject: Records Request regarding Emily Liebnow and E. coli 0157:H7 (outbreak 2009-00-011)

Sent via Electronic Mail and U.S. Mail

* Dear Ms. Wasson:

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (“department™) is responding to your
request referenced above. The purpose of this response is to describe documents the department will
make available to you, to advise you of the costs for the documents; and to explain why certain
mformatlon w111 not be provided under Colorado law.

With respect to your request for “any and all copies of records regarding E. coli O157:H7/04G Outbreak
(outbreak 2009-00-01) Multi-State (Colorado, Connecticut, Jowa, Minneseta, Missouri, Nebraska, and
North ‘Carolina)”, the department has emails, invoices.from various distributors and other documents
that are responsive to your request as well as a summary of the investigation. The department will not
provide staff notes, completed questionnaires, laboratory reports, patient reports, worksheets for
confirmation studies, or any other documents containing medical or epidemiological information or
information pertaining to any individual associated with the investigation because those documents are
confidential. Section 25-1-122(4), C.R.S. provides in pertinent part “Reports and records resulting from
the investigation of epidemic and communicable diseases, environmental and chronic diseases, ...held
by the state department of public health and environment or local departments of health shall be strictly
confidential.” The effect of this statute is to exempt certain records of the department from inspéction
pursuant to the Colorado Open Records Act. The Colorado General Assembly has recognized that the
reporting of a limited list of diseases and conditions, including E. coli, is essential to the investigation
and control of disease and the protection of public health. The legislature also has acknowledged that
maintaining the confidential nature of this information is critical to a successful reporting and tracking
system. Therefore, any records containing protected information regarding this E. coli outbreak will be
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held as confidential by the department. Personally identifying documents will only be released by
providing d written, dated, notarized release signed by the person who is the subject of the report or his
or her parent, legal representative or guardian.

The department routinely charges 25 cents per page for documents produced. The documents the
department will produce number 62, for a total of $15.50. Unfortunately, we do not have the documents
in electronic form. Please send a check to my attention at Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, CO 80246-1530. Please make the check
payable to the Colorado Department of Public Health and Env1ronment Upon receipt of payment, the
department will forward the documents to you.

This concludes the department’s good faith effort to respond to your request for information. If you '
have any questions about the response, please contact me at (303) 692-3466.

Sincerely,

J

F -~
‘aum a/’\_f*luﬂ

Karen D. Osthus
Administrator

cc:  Ann Hause, Director, Office of Legal and Regulatory Affairs, Colorado Department of Public

Health and Environment
Hugh Maguire, Ph.D., Laboratory Services Division, Colorado Department of Public Health and

Environment
Laura Gillim-Ross, Laboratory Services Division, Colorado Department of Public Health and

Environment
Alicia Cronquist, R.N., M.P.H., Foodborne/Enteric Disease Coordinator, Disease Control and

Environmental Epidemiology, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
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Cronquist, Alicia | STk 0vAbi(
From: tina.farris@hpcs.com

Sent: ) . Tuesday, April 12, 2011 2:54 PM

To: Cronquist, Alicia

Subject: multi-state E coli 0167:H7 09-BS /04G My claim 1016624223-1-1

A claim has been presented against Giancomo's Restaurant by an attorney for the parents of
Emily Liebnow regarding an alleged food borne illness case for the date of ©9/06/2009. I
would like to secure a copy of the investigation file through the public information act.
Can you please direct me to the correct location to request this information? My direct
contact number is (512) 658-3958.

I look forward to speaking with you as soon as possible.
Thank you,

" Truck Insurance Exchange

Tina Farris

Special General Adjuster

West Oaks Commercial Center of Excellence

Office: 512-382-4151

.Cell: 51.2-658-3958

“Fax: 877—217-1389

Farmers Business Insurance....We Care About Small Business!
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Date: April 30, 2010

- To:  File, Colorado Department of Pubhc Health and Env1ronment (CDPHE)
‘Communicable Disease Ep1dem1010gy Program

From: Jennifer Sadlowski, CDPHE Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program
(Contact: Alicia Cronquist - alicia.cronquist@stat¢_.co.us , (303)-692-2629)-

Subject: Multi-state E. coli O157:H7 09-BS / 04G Outbreak (outbreak 2009-00-011)
Multi- county Jefferson & Pueblo Counties '

- Multi-state: Colorado, Connecticut, Jowa, anesota M1ssour1 Nebraska, and North
Carolina :

In mid-September 2009 the Colorado Department of Public Health and Enwromnent
(CDPHE) identified two E. coli 0157:H7 cases that were matched by PFGE pattern.
Both cases were children with onset on 9/8/2009. One was from Jefferson County and -
the other from Pueblo County. CDPHE collected routine STEC 0157/non-0157 case

_investigation forms from the local county health departments and reviewed them for
similarities ih exposures. Both cases reported attending the Colorado State Fair in
Pueblo, Colorado prior to onset. The complete food history from one case was still

“pending return phone calls from one of the case’s parents. Counties were asked to re-
interview cases asking them more detailed questions about activities surrounding their
attendance at the Colorado Sfate Fair. In addition, CDPHE actively solicited case
investigation forms from several other STEC cases where molecular subtypmg was
pending. :

While data collection on State Fair exposures was in progress, the Minnesota Department
of Health notified CDPHE that Minnesota had 1 E. coli O157:H7 case that was matched
by PFGE pattern to the 2 Colorado cases and identified through PulseNet. The
Minnesota case had traveled to Colorado and Nebraska in the week prior to onset, but did
not have any apparent exposures in common with the other two Colorado cases. The
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and other -
states (CT, IA, MN, MO, & NC) became involved as new cases appeared in their states.

A case was defined as a person with E. coli O157:H7 isolated from any site with
Colorado PFGE pattern 09BS 4G since September 1, 2009. The other states involved
also interviewed their cases and evaluated them for common exposures. CDC, FDA and
the states involved had weekly conference calls to update everyone on the progress
occurring in each state.

Cases in Minnesota and Iowa ate at a common Italian restaurant in Omaha, NE on
9/5/2009. The Northi Carolina case also ate at an Italian style restaurant. Once the
complete food history was obtained from the parent of the second Colorado case, we
noted that both Colorado cases reported eating at the same Italian style restaurant on the
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same day (9/6/2009) in Pueblo, Colorado. Based upon the food histories from other
states, the Colorado cases were re-interviewed and specifically asked about lettuce
consumption, as well as a detailed food history about other foods consumed while

visiting the Italian restaurant.

Upon re-interview, both cases report exposure to pasta, sauce, meatballs, and house
salads. One case reports eating thie special with pasta, spaghettl sauce and meatballs with
grated Parmesan cheese. This case also reports consuming beef barley soup with
vegetables and croutons, house salad with house dressing, as well as olives, celery sticks,
* rolls and butter. The 2™ case reports consuming rigatoni and meatballs. This case did
not have their own house salad, but most likely ate some of a sibling’s salad and
croutons. The house salad contained fresh iceberg and romaine lettuce, grated tomatoes,
blue cheese crumbles, and red wine vinaigrette Italian style. In the evening patrons can -
add marinated vegetables or red onions. Neither case ate anything off of the Children’s
menu. The special for the day (9/6/2009) was pasta with a choice of meat.

The only common food shared among patrons of the Italian restaurants in Colorado and
Nebraska was a house salad. Eight out of ten cases reported lettuce consumption at a
restaurant during their exposure period. A case control study was not performed because
of strong epidemiological links between cases (i.e. histories of eating lettuce in
restaurants with tightly clustered onset dates). '

The Italian restaurant in Colorado provided their invoices for food items for the 4 weeks
prior 9/6/2009. The invoices were reviewed. CDPHE asked additional questions '
regarding lettuce products and their usage, frequency of shipments, supplemental buying
procedures, and the shipment suspected to be used on 9/6/2009. These invoices along
with the invoices from the Nebraska restaurant were faxed to CDC to look for similarities

in distributor and product.

Colorado contacted Sysco, the local distributor, and was able to determine that the lettuce
used at the Colorado restaurant came from Tanimura & Antle in Salinas, California. By
mid-October Colorado had not received any further communication from the CDC and
FDA about the traceback, so Colorado made several inquiries about the status of the
investigation. Investigators from the CDC reported that FDA had decided not to pursue
further traceback activities because of limited resources and the length of time that had
elapsed since the original exposures with no new cases. Colorado and other states
challenged this decision, but FDA did not change its position about pursuing the
traceback further. At this point other states ended their investigation as well.

The source of this outbreak remains uncertain although lettuce remains a leading
hypothesis. Itisa possibility that the source was another common food or ingredient
item that was eaten by the cases, but this could not be determined without further
investigation and completion of traceback activities.

At the end of this outbreak, E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 involved 10 isolates
from 6 different states: CO(2), CT(1), IA(2), MN(3), MO(1), and NC(1). Of the two
Colorado cases, one was hospitalized and developed HUS. There were no deaths.
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From: Alicia Cronquist _
To: - Trisha McDonald (MDH)
cc: Jennifer Sadlowski
Date: . 9/23/2009 8:44 PM
Subject:. Re: E. coli 0157 Match.
Hi Trisha, .

I am out OutbreakNet so I don't have a lot of info right now. What I can tell you is that have 2 cases with that pattern (at
least I think so, given the one case you cite). The second one just came in yesterday. C

One case is the 10 year old F from Pueblo (south of Denver). Her onset was 9/8 and she also has HUS. The second one is
a 7 year old M from metro Denver area. Also had onset 9/8. 3

Both of our cases attended the state fair in the days before onset, which was in Pueblo, south of Denver. Any chance your -
cases visited the CO state fair? We also have another HUS case without culture info who went to state fair. This is a new
pattern for us. :

- Our first case also had a bunch of beef exposun;e. We are getting the questionnaires from the local health dept now.

Your can disucss this more with Jen Sadlowski, cc'd here. Her phone is 303-692-2276. If no state fair exposure for your
cases, sounds'like a food item. :

Alicia

>>> "Trisha McDonald (MDH)" <Trisha.Mcdonald@state.mn.us> 09/23/09 2:23 PM >>>

Hi Alicia- ;

We have 2 cases of E. coli 0157 with Bln EXHA26.0675, Xbal EXHX01.3227. The only other match nationwide appears to be a 10-
year-old female from Colorado. One of our cases also traveled to Denver in the week prior to illness onset. I was just checking to
see if you had any other cases or interesting ideas. Here is the information on our cases. . -

Case #1: 55 year-old male, onset 9/9. Traveled to Denver 9/1 - 9{7. Reports eating at Farmer's Market 9/3 in Grand Junction (lamb

& grilled veggie gyro), McDonald's 9/4 in Glenwood Springs (vanilla cone), Unknown Chinese Restaurant 9/5 in Lakewood (multiple
dishes), Unknown Chinese Restaurant 9/3 in Grand Junction (chips & salsa), and multiple salads from King Super Grocery Store in-
"Denver. Only ground beef exposure was private kill day before onset. "

Case #2: 19 year-old female, onset 9/11. Traveled to Omaha, Nebiaska 9/5 - 9/6; Evanston, Illincis 9/6 - 9/7. Went camping in the
Superior Trail 9/8 - 9/11 (consumed all dry carbs and dry fruits). No reported ground beef, lettuce, or spinach exposure.

Thanks!
Trisha

Trisha Robinson, MPH

Epidemiologist

Acute Disease Investigation and Control

Minnesota Department of Health

625 Robert Street North

P.O. Box 64975

St. Paul, MN 55164

Phone: 651-201-5639

Fax: 651-201-5743 -

*My e-mail address is changing September 29th to trisha.robinson@state.mn.us<maitto:trisha.robinson@state.mn.us>*
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Questions for Giacomo’s

1.” According to the invoicing it appears that you order both Romaine and lceberg '
lettuce every 3-4 days, is this correct? ; ' :
B Yes YWACN, THUR. 'Mé.%b
O No C

2. How many days does }t take you (o tygiecallzl/use all of the lettuce? 5 days.
UsE eNTIRESUPTEY oLl Befdie NEVO . -
3. If you run out of lettuce before the next shipment, do yc;:ll %u plement with a local
purchase? - < anas CULAAD. “AsaLY SUN PSS, '
B Yes > :
_ O No _ . _
4. 1If so, where do you purchase the lettuce? 5 A 6 CUAB
AV ot @uESTIo, NO GxTed TURLHASE MADE.
5. You received two shipments of lettuce, one-on 8/31 and one on 9/3, customers

who ate at Giacomo’s oni 9/6 ate lettuce from which shipment?
o 8/31

X9

6. The invoicing has the letters PLTZD by the lettuce, what does this méan_? _
el luenzed, \WRAED (1 PASTIC Liéz N

7. The invoicing has 24 each by the lettuce, does this mean cases of lettuce or heads
of lettuce? - - - '
O Cases of lettuce.
R/ Heads of lettuce

0T TYPES.

Q} oY \JeRn e~ s '%6*f£~5_
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2472009) Jennifer Sadlowski - FW: E. coli 0157 Match B ' ~Page 1]

From: "Trisha McDonald (MDH)" '<Trisha.Mcdohald@state.mn.us>

To: “jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us" <jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us>
Date: 9/24/2009 9:15 AM

Subject: FW: E. coli 0157 Match

Hi Jen-

| tried to call you, but the number Alicia put in the e-mail is for someone else. [ called our case back that -
traveled to Colorado (he stayed in Lakewood and Grand Junction), and he did not attend the State Fair.

- The only places he visited were the Farmer's Market in Grand Junction (had a lamb-and veggie gyro and
an ice cream cone) and Heritage Square in Golden (had an ice cream cone). Feel free to call me at
651-201-5639 to discuss food exposures.

Thanks!
Trisha

Trisha Robinson, MPH .
Epidemiologist
Acute Disease Investigation and Control
Minnesota Department of Health
625 Robert Street North
" P.O. Box 64975
" St. Paul, MN 55164
Phone: 651-201-5639
Fax: 651-201-5743 .
*My e-mail address is changing September 29th to trisha.robinson@state.mn.us*

From: Alicia Cronquist [mailto: cronqms@smtpgate dphe.state.co. us]
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2009 9:44 PM

To: Trisha McDonald (MDH)

Cc: Jennifer Sadlowski

Subject: Re: E. coli 0157 Match

Hi Trisha,

[ am out OutbreakNet so | don't have a lot of info right now. What [ can tell you is that have 2 cases with
that pattern (at least | think so, given the one case you cite). The second one just came in yesterday.

One case is the 10 year old F from Pueblo (south of Denver). Her onset was 9/8 and she also has HUS.
The second one is a 7 year old M from metro Denver area. Also had onset 9/8.

Both of our cases attended the state fair in the days before onset, which was in Pueblo, south of Denver.
Any chance your cases visited the CO state fair? We also have another HUS case without culture info .
~ who went to state fair. This is a new pattern for us.

Our first case also had a bunch of beef exposure. We are getting the questionnaires from the local health
dept now.

Your can disucss this more with Jen Sadlowski, cc'd here. Her phone is 303-692-2276. If no state fair
exposure for your cases, sounds like a food item.

Alicia
>>>"Trisha McDonald (MDH)" <Trisha.Mcdonald@state.mn.us> 09/23/09 2:23 PM >>>

Hi Alicia-
We have 2 cases of E. coli O157 with BiIn EXHA26.0675, Xbal EXHX01.3227. The only other match
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nationwide appears tb be a 10-year-old female from Colorado. One of our cases also traveled to Denver in
the week prior to illness onset. | was just checking to see if you had any other cases or interesting ideas.
"Here is the information on our cases.

Case #1: 55 year-old male, onset 9/9. Traveled to Denver 9/1 - 9/7. Reports eating at Farmer's Market 9/3
in Grand Junction {lamb & grilled veggie gyro), McDonald's 9/4 in Glenwood Springs (vanilla cone),
Unknown. Chinese Restaurant 9/5 in Lakewood (multiple dishes), Unknown Chinese Restaurant 9/3 in
Grand Junction (ChlpS & salsa), and multiple salads from King Super Grocery Store in Denver. Only
ground beef exposure was private kill day before onset.

Case #2: 19 year—ol'd fema'le onset 9/11. Traveled to Omaha Nebraska 9/5 - 9/6; Evanston, lilinois 9/6 -
9/7. Went camping in the Superior Trail 9/8 - 9/11 (consumed all dry carbs and dry fruits). No reported

ground beef, lettuce, or spinach exposure.

Thanks!
Trisha

Trisha Robinson, MPH
Epidemiologist

Acute Disease Investigation and Control
Minnesota Department of Health

625 Robert Street North

P.O. Box 64975

St. Paul, MN 55164

Phone: 651-201-5639

Fax: 651-201-5743

*My e-mail address is changing September 29th to
trisha.robinson@state.mn.us<mailto:trisha.robinson@state.mn.us>*
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[13/2009) Jennifer Sadlowski - E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call | ~ Page 1]

From: "Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR)" <hvg4@cdc.gov>
To: "Robinson, Trisha (MDH)" <Trisha.Robinson@state.mn.us>, "Von Stein, Dian...
CC: " "Nguyen, Thai-An (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)" <ten9@CDC.GOV>, "Williams, lan (CDC/...
Date: 10/10/2009 11:46 AM
~ Subject: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call
Hi Jen,

Just wanted to provide an update on E. coli cluster 0910MLEXH-1. On
Friday, CDC along with-MN, NE, 1A, NC and CT had an impromptu ¢onference
call to discuss very compelling epi links between MN and IA cases, two
IA cases and one MN case report traveling to Omaha, NE and eating at
Spezia ltalian restaurant on the same day (9/5/09). Also,.the other
Minnesota case traveled to CO and ate at a Mexican style restaurant and

CT and NC cases also report eating at Mexican style restaurant in the
week prior to illness onset. The plan moving forward is to re-interview
cases that ate at Spetzias and using their menu, collect-as much detail
as possible about their meal and also ask for invoice data from the
restaurant. NE is collecting that data for Spetzia and CT and NC will

look into their Mexican restaurant link. We were hoping that Colorado

~ would be able to collect similar meal information from cases and invoice
* data for the ltalian restaurant in-CO to compare distributors and

products. Folks here at CDC are out of the office Monday, so we were
planning a conference call again for Tuesday at 2pm EDT but feel free to
share information with the group via email prior to that. :

Thanks,
Colin

Colin Schwensohn, MPH

Surveillance Epidemiologist

Enteric Diseases Epidemiology Branch

Division of Foodborne, Bacterial and Mycotic Diseases
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road, MS-A38

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Tel. 404.639.3177 / Fax. 404.639.3535
hvg4@cdc.gov

From: Robmson Trisha (MDH) [mailto:Trisha. Roblnson@state mn.us]
Sent: Friday, October 09, 2009 3:32 PM

To: Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR); Von Steln Diana;
Cronquist, Alicia (CDC state.co.us); Phan, Quyen;
David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net; joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov;
jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us; Smith, Kirk (MDH),
dennis.leschinsky@dhhs.ne.gov

Cc: Barton Behravesh, Casey (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) Nguyen, Thai-An
(CDC/CCID/NCZVED)

Subject: RE: E. coll 0O157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call

Hi-
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. Here is the information an our two Minnesota cases Just in case you
don't all have it: : _

Case #1: 55 year-old male, onset 9/9. Traveled to Colorado the week
before illness onset.

-Até at Whippletree Restaurant in Evergreen, CO 9/4. Had a chicken

chimichanga (deep fried flour tortilla filled with chicken, guacamole,
rice, lettuce, tomato, black olives, sour cream, and sauce), chips, and

salsa. .

-Ate at two unknown Chinese restauranté. on 9/3 and 9/5

| Case #2: 19 year-old female, onset 9/11.- HUS case.

-Ate at Spezia at 19:00 on 9/5. Cheese Tortellini Spezia (chicken,
broccoli, mushroom, pine nuts, roma tomato, alfredo), roll, House Salad,

water, and Pepsi

Have a nice weekend!"

Trisha

Trisha Robinson, MPH -

Epidemiologist

Acute Disease Investigation and Control
Minnesota Department of Health

625 Robert Street North

P.O. Box 64975

St. Paul, MN 55164

Phone: 651-201-5639

I;ax: 651-201-5743

frisha.robinson@state.mn.us

From: Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR) [mailto:hvg4@cdc.gov]
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JIT3/2008) Jenniter Sadlowski - RE. E. coll 015717 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call ,' Page 1]

From: "Bergmire-sweat, David" <david.bergmire-sweat@dhhs.nc.gov>"

To: "Von Stein, Diana".<DVonStei@idph.state.ia.us>, "Smith, Kirk (MDH)" <Kir...

CcC: "Barton Behravesh, Casey (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)" <dIx3@cdc.gov>, "Nguyen,Thai...
Date: 10/13/2009 7:20 AM

-Subject' ' RE: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call

Our patlent in NC ‘ate a dish called Shrimp Diablo, along with a house salad with Bleu Cheese dressing.
She also had & balsamic vinegar drizzled over her'salad, and house bread served at the table as an -
appetizer. She and her husband split the entrée but had separate salads. The only difference between
them was he did not add the balsamic vinegar to his-salad. He did not become ill. As far as the entrée,
this is a seafood pasta dish as follows: the sauce, noodles and shrimp are cooked together then plated.
One thing added after cooking is fresh parsley (from [FH). It is placed on the side. No other herbs are:
. added after cooking. The sauce that is in it is canned crushed tomatoes, Hunts brand and garlic all from

IFH.

Salad: They are all bought form IFH and includes lettuce, carrots, cucumber, tomatoes and olives
Salad dressing: Blue cheese from [FH.is Ken's

Balsamic Vinegar: Bought from Roma and the brand n'ame is Roland Food Corp:

David Bérgmire-Sweat; MPH

Foodhorne Disease Epidemiologist
North Carolina Division of Public Health
Communicable Disease Branch

1902 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1902
919-715-4818

From: Von Stein, Diana [mailto:DVonStei@idph. state ia. us]

Sent: Tuésday, October 13, 2009 9:11 AM

To: Smith, Kirk (MDH); Bergmire-sweat, David; Robinson, Trisha (MDH); Schwensohn, Colin A.
(CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR); Cronquist, Alicia (CDC state.co.us); Phan, Quyen;
. David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net; joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov; jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us;
dennis.leschinsky@dhhs.ne.gov

Cc: Barton Behravesh, Casey (CDC/CCID/NCZVED); Nguyen Thai-An (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)

Subject: RE: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call

Good morning everyone,
| was finally able to talk with both of our cases.

The first case is a 27 y/o female with an illness onset date of 12 Sep 09. She visited Spezia's Restaurant
in Omaha on 5 Sep 09 around 2000. She ate the Seafood Fra Diavolo. This entree includes shrimp,
. scallops, mussels, spicy tomato sauce, roasted garlic, lemon, and ltalian parsley over capellini pasta. She
also had a house salad, bread, and olive oil. She had water with lemon and wine to drink. No dessert. No
one else in_her party became. ill. She commented that the restaurant looked clean and that no of the wait

staff appeared ill. However she thought her mussels did:not taste how they should.

Another exposure she noted was that she had gone swimming at Lake Manaway on 6 Sep 09. This
exposure was unique to her.
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[/ 115/£U0Y) JenTiTer Sadlowski -

She was hospitalized for four days.

The second case is a 46 y/o female with an rllness onset date of 9 Sep 09. She visited Spezia's
Restaurant in Omaha on 5 Sep 09 around 1830. She ate the Penne Chicken Piccata. This entree includes
sautéed borettane onions, cremini mushrooms, fresh rosemary, Italian parsley, lemon, capers, and
chicken. She also had a house salad, bread, and olive oil. She had water with a lemon slice to drink. No
dessert. Her husband also had the house salad, but no bread or olive oil: He did not become ill. She was
unable to finish her entree so she did take some of it back to her hotel with_her. She stored it in the hotel.
room fridge and reheated it the next day i in the hotel room mlcrowave .

 When | asked about her overall impression of the restaurant she commented that their waiter was not
around much. She was not sure what to attribute thls to.and it may not be significant. :

She was hospltallzed for six days.

I will be interested to hear more information on today's conference call. Thanks. Diana

From: Smith, Kirk (MDH) [Kirk.Smith@state.mn.us]

Sent: Monday, October 12, 2009 11:13 AM
To: Bergmire-sweat, David; Robinson, Trisha (MDH); Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)

(CTR); Von Stein, Diana; Cronquist, Alicia (CDC state.co.us); Phan, Quyen;
David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net; joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov; jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state. CO. us;
dennis.lesehinsky@dhhs.ne.gov

Cc: Barton Behravesh, Casey (CDC/CCID/NCZVED); Nguyen Thai-An (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)

Subject: RE: E. coli O157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call

Thanks David - very interesting. Can't wait to here from the others!

Kirk

Kirk Smith, DVM, MS, PhD

Supervisor, Foodborne, Vectorborne, and Zoonotic Diseases Unit
Acute Disease Investigation and Contro! Section

Minnesota Department of Health

Phone: 651-201-5240

Fax: 651-201-5082

kirk.smith@state.mn.us

From: Bergmire-sweat, David [mailto:david. bergmrre -sweat@dhhs.nc. gov]

Sent: Monday, October 12, 2009 9:27 AM
To: Robinson, Trisha (MDH); Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR); Von Stein, Diana;

Cronqurst Alicia (CDC state.co.us); Phan, Quyen; David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net;
joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov; jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us; Smith, Kirk (MDH);

dennis.leschinsky@dhhs.ne.gov
Cc: Barton Behravesh, Casey (CDC/CCID/NCZVED); Nguyen, Thai-An (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)

Subject: RE: E. coli O157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call )

Fyi ' \

We have learned that the NC patient also ate a meal at a'local small Italian restaurant on September 5.
We haven't connected with the family (desprte leaving muitiple messages) so I'don't know what she ate
that night, but the exposure is interesting given what we learned on Friday in the conference call. We
have learned that the Italian specialty supplier for the that restaurant is Roma Foods, and that the
company has locations in Denver, near Minneapolis, and several locations in the Northeast among
others. It would be interesting to know if they were the specialty supplier for the other small Italian
restaurants as well. We retrieved invoices of product that was in the restaurant at the time of her
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_exposure, but | don't know yet what to focus on.
.Here is their web site; http://www.romafood.com/Products/PageS/ProdSéarch.aspx
David Bergmire-Sweat, MPH

Foodborne Disease Epidemiologist
North Carolina Division of Public Health
Communicable Disease Branch

1902 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1902
919-715-4818

From: Robinson, Trisha (MDH) [mailto: Trisha.Robinson@state.mn.us]

Sent: Friday, October 09, 2009 3:32 PM

To: Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTRY); Von Stein, Diana; Cronquist, Alicia (CDC
state.co.us); Phan, Quyen; David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net; joann.rudroff@dhss.mo. gov;
jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us; Smith, Kirk (MDH); dennis.leschinsky@dhhs.ne.gov

Cc: Barton Behravesh, Casey (CDC/CCID/NCZVED); Nguyen, Thai-An (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)
Subject: RE: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call

Hi-
Here is the information on our two Minnesota cases just in case you don't all have it:

Case #1: 55 year-old male, onset 9/9. Traveled to Colorado the week before illness onset.
-Ate at Whippletree Restaurant in Evergreen, CO 9/4. Had a chicken chimichanga (deep fried flour tortiila
filled with chicken, guacamole rice, lettuce, tomato, black olives, sour cream, ‘and sauce), chips, and

salsa.
-Ate at two unknown Chinese restaurants on 9/3 and 9/5

Case #2: 19 year-old female, onset 9/11 - HUS case.
-Ate at Spezia at 19:00 on 9/5. Cheese Tortellini Spezia (chicken, broccoll mushroom pine nuts, roma
tomato, alfredo), roll, House Salad, water, and Pepsi

H-ave a nice weekend!
Trisha

Trisha Robinson, MPH
Epidemiologist
Acute Disease.Investigation and Control
Minnesota Department of Health
625 Robert Street North
P.O. Box 64975
St. Paul, MN 55164
Phone: 651-201-5639
Fax: 651-201-5743
_ trisha.robinson@state.mn.us<mailto: trisha. robinson@state.mn.us>

From: Schwenschn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR) [mailto:hvg4@cdc.gov] .

Sent: Friday, October 09, 2009 10:09 AM
To: Von Stein, Diana; Cronquist, Alicia (CDC state.co.us); Phan, Quyen;
David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net; joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov; jsadlows@smtpgate. dphe state.co.us;
Smith, Kirk (MDH); dennis.leschinsky@dhhs.ne.gov; Robinson, Trisha (MDH)
Cc: Barton Behravesh, Casey (CDC/CCID/NCZVED); Nguyen, Thai-An (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)
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Subject; E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Caill

Dear Colleagues,

CDC and our state public health partners would like to propose a conference call at 2pm EDT today
(10/9/09) to discuss E. coli O157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1. We apologize for the short notice but we
would like to discuss recent epi developments and next steps in the investigation. If you can not join the

- call, | will be sending out a summary email to update the group.

Conference line: 1.866.797.9293
Passcode: 2360067

Thanks,
Colin

Colin Schwensohn, MPH

Surveillance Epidemiologist

Enteric Diseases Epidemiology Branch

Division of Foodborne, Bacterial and Mycotic Diseases
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road, MS-A38

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Tel. 404.639.3177 / Fax. 404.639.3535

hvq4@cdc.gov

From: Schwensohn, Colin A. '(CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR)

Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2009 1:52 PM _
To: 'Von Stein, Diana'’; ‘Carlota Medus (MDH)'; 'Shaun Cosgrove'; 'nicole.comstock@state.co.us';

'Phan, Quyen’; 'David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net'; joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov'
| Subject: E. coli O157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1

<< File: 0910MLEXH-1.xls >>
Dear Colleagues,

PulseNet has detected an E. coli O157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 with Xbal/BInl pattern combination
EXHX01.3227/EXHA26.0675. There are a total of 9 isolates from CO(2), CT(1), IA(2), MN(2), MO(1) and
NC(1) with specimen isolation dates from 9/10/09 to 9/22/09. Our colleagues in IA report they have two
unrelated cases that traveled to Omaha, NE and ate at a common restaurant in the week prior to illness. If
you have any additional epi information please feel free to share with the group.

i

Thanks,
Colin

Colin Schwensohn, MPH

Surveillance Epidemioclogist

Enteric Diseases Epidemiology Branch

Division of Foodborne, Bacterial and Mycotic Diseases
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road, MS-A38

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Tel. 404.639.3177 / Fax. 404.639.3535
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th4@cdc.gov

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and
may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized State official. Unauthorized disclosure of juvenile,
health, legally privileged, or otherwise confidential information, including confidential information relating to
an ongoing State procurement effort, is prohibited by law. If you have received this e-mail in error, please
notify the sender immediately and delete all records of this e-mail. :

- This email message and its attachments may contain confidential information that is exempt from
disclosure under lowa Code chapters 22, 139A, and other applicable faw. Confidential information is for
the sole use of the intended recipient. If you believe that you have received this transmission in error;
please reply to the serider, and then delete all copies of this message and any attachments. If you are not
- the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, use, retention, dissemination, distribution,
or copying of this message is strictly prohibited by law.
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From: "Scher, Jo" <scher@co.pueblo. C0.US>

" To: _ "Jennifer Sadlowski" <jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co. .us>
-Date: 10/13/2009 3:53 PM
Subject: RE: RE: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 Conference Call
. Hey Jen,

House salad is:

Fresh iceberg and romaine, lettuce

Grated tomatoes '

Patrons in the evening only ¢an add various marinated vegetable or red
onions, '

Blue cheese crumbles

House dressing is:
_Red wine vmalgrette Italian style

Jo Scher, RN, BSN
Epidemiologist
- Pueblo City-County Health Department
101 W. 9th Street
Pueblo, CO 81003
719-583-4942
scher@co.pueblo.co.us

Keeping your body healthy is an expression of gratitude to the whole

cosmos... Thich Nhat Hanh

We moved! The Pueblo City-County Health Department moved to a new
~ energy-efficient building on a tobacco-free campus located at 101 W. 9th

Street, Pueblo, CO 81003. o '

P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

----- Criginal Message-----

From: Jennifer Sadlowski [mailto;jsadlows@smtpgate. dphe state.co.us]
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2009 11:56 AM

To: Scher, Jo

Subject: Fwd: RE: E. coli O157:H7 cluster 091OMLEXH 1 Conference Call

. Hey Jo,

Couldn't find'your email address on this one | just sent to Jenna with
the call-in information. i

Jen

Jennifer Sadlowski, MSPH
Epidemiologist
Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South .
Denver, CO 80246
P(303) 692-2776
F(303) 782-0338

. jennifer.sadlowski@state.co.us
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From: “Jennifer Sadlowski

To: Bergmire-sweat, David; Cronqmst Alicia (CDC state.co. us), David.Berg...
CcC: Guzewich, John J

Date: 11/13/2009 3:06 PM

Subject: RE: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update.

Hi,

I just wanted to update everyone on the traceback investigation we've been doing here in Colorado associated with the 2 E.
coli cases that ate at the same Italian restaurant on the same day (9/6). . '

The restaurant jn question obtalns their romaine and iceberg lettuce from U.5. Food Service under the name Cross Valley
Farms. This is an exclusive brand of U.S. Food Service. U.S. Food Service receives both their romaine and iceberg lettuce
from Taminura and Antle in Salinas, CA.

Is this the same place in California that the Nebraska restaurant's lettuce comes from?

One of our cases reported eating their own house salad and the other case is not a leafy green sort of kid, but may have
picked off of his'sister's salad plate and ate the croutons. The father wasn't sure there was any direct consumptnon of

lettuce.

Please let us know. if you have anymore information to share.
Thanks!

Jen

Jennifer Sadlowski, MSPH

Epidemiologist

Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program
Colorado Department.of Public Health and Environment
DCEED-DSI-A3

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South

Denver, CO 80246

P(303) 692-2776

F(303) 782-0338

jennifer.sadlowski@state.co.us
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From: "Guzewich, John J" <John.Guzewich@fda.hhs.gbv>

To: ' <kirk.smith@state.mn.us>, "Schwensohn, Colin A..(CDC s

CC: "Williams, lan T. (CDC)" <iaw3@cdc.gov>, "Tauxe, Robert V. (CDC)" <nt1@...
Date: 10/28/2009 3:47 PM : .

Subject: Re: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update.

Thanks,

Let me look into the reasons we are not investigating further and | will get back to you.
Jack Guzewich

Senior Advisor: Environmental Health

FDA/CFSAN ‘

From: Smith, Kirk (MDH) <Kirk.Smith@state.mn.us>

To: Guzewich, John J; Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC*); Robinson, Trisha (MDH)
<Trisha.Robinson@state.mn.us>; DVonStei@idph.state.ia.us <DVonStei@idph.state.ia.us>;
Dennis.Leschinsky@nebraska.gov <Dennis.Leschinsky@nebraska.gov>; david.bergmire-
sweat@dhhs.nc.gov <david.bergmire-sweat@dhhs.nc.gov>; alicia.cronquist@state.co.us
<alicia.cronquist@state.co.us>; Quyen.Phan@ct.gov <Quyen.Phan@ct.gov>; David.Bergmire-
Sweat@ncmail.net <David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net>; joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov
<joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov>, jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us
<jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us> ' :

Cc: Williams, lan T. (CDC); Tauxe, Robert V. (CDC); CFSAN-OFDCER-ECRS; Klontz, Karl C; FDA
Emergency Operations; ORA HQ ERCG; Tarantino, Laura M: Sundlof, Stephen F; Beru, Nega; Assar,
Samir - ' '

Sent; Wed Oct 28 17:27:21 2009

Subject: RE: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update.

Briefly ther are three people (2 lowa residents and one Minnesota resident) who ate at the same exact
ltalian restaurant in Omaha, Nebraska on Sep 5. Two Colorado residents ate (independently) at the same
talian restaurant in Pueblo (I think), Colorado on Sep 6. The Nebraska and Colorado restaurants are not
part of the same chain. All of the 5 cases had salads, and invoices from the 2 restaurants showed that
they both get the' same brand of romaine lettuce (Cross Valley Farms). Again, rock solid - could get lots of
bang for the buck by following up. . '

The 5 cases in other states do have leafy green exposures in restaurants as well.
Colin could provide more detail.

Kirk Smith, DVM, MS, PhD

Supervisor, Foodborne, \lectorborne, and.Zoonotic Diseases Unit =

Acute Disease Investigation and Control Section

Minnesota Department of Health
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Phone: 651-201-5240
Fax: 651-201-5082

kfr.k.smith@state.mn,us

From: Guzewich, John J [mailto:John.Guzewich@fda.hhs.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 4:14 PM -

To: Smith, Kirk (MDH); Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC*); Robinson, Trisha (MDHY); :
DVonStei@idph.state.ia.us; Dennis.Leschinsky@nebraska.gov; david.bergmire-sweat@dhhs.nc.gov;
alicia.cronquist@state.co.us; Quyen.Phan@ct.gov; David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net;
joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov; jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us :

Cc: Williams, lan T. (CDC); Tauxe, Robert V. (CDC); CFSAN-OFDCER-ECRS; Klontz, Karl C; EDA
Emergency Operations; ORA HQ ERCG; Tarantino, Laura M; Sundlof, Stephen F; Beru, Nega; Assar,

Samir : .- .
Subject: Re: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update.

Kirk,
Thanks for copying me. | am not on top of this investigation. How strong a link is there to a vehicle? Is

there a common period of exposure? Is there any information about a common source in the different

locations?
Jack Guzewich
Senior Advisor: Environmental Health

FDA/CFSAN :

From: Smith, Kirk (MDH) <Kirk.Smith@state.mn.us>
To: Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC*); Robinson, Trisha (MDH) <Trisha.Robinson@state.mn.us>; Von Stein,

Diana <DVonStei@idph,state.ia.us>; Leschinsky, Dennis <Dennis.Leschinsky@nebraska.gov>; Bergmire-
sweat, David <david.bergmire-sweat@dhhs.nc.gov>; Cronquist, Alicia (CDC state.co.us) '
<alicia.cronquist@state.co.us>; Phan, Quyen <Quyen.Phan@ct.gov>; David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net
<David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net>; joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov <joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov>;
jsadlows@smipgate.dphe.state.co.us <jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us>

Cc: Williams, lan T. (CDC); Tauxe, Robert V. (CDC); Guzewich, John J

Sent: Wed Oct 28 16:58:28 2009 ' .

Subject: RE: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update.

Colin — please share this with the 'involved FDA staff. I've copied Jack G., but I'm sure there are others this
could go to.

I think it is a huge mistake for FDA to drop this, if that is what they are thinking of doing (correct me if I'm
wrong, but this is what it sounds like from reading between the lines). Even though this is not an ongoing
outbreak, there is always something valuable to learn from each outbreak, even small ones. | don’t think
that whether or not an outbreak is-ongoing should always be the overriding criteria of when to tank an
investigation - if we went by that, we would not be worried about investigating the large majority of leafy
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green outbreaks. Maybe the involved farm is doing some sort of poor agricultural practice, and if not
addressed they will cause another outbreak, maybe one that is much bigger. Maybe there’s something to
learn at the farm that would be of value to the industry, or its regulators. e

It's not like we don’t have much to-go on and are chasing tenuous leads. It would not take all that much
effort to do tracebacks of the leafy greens from the two multiple-case restaurants and figure this one out.’
It's low hanging fruit. :

FDA has made alot of public statements about being so much more proactive and aggressive about
improving food safety (rah, rah). But the proofis in the pudding. Outbreak investigations are ‘
disproportionately important in assessing food safety in this country, and that is largely independent of
whether or not a particular outbreak is still ongoing when it is solved, If FDA won't fully engage and work
backwards from 2 restaurants on a rock solid lead, then all of their claims about making things better are
all so much talk. :

But most or all of this can be (and should be) done without FDA if they won't do it. It would be necessary to
work with state agriculture departments (usually) in the states where the distributors of these restaurants
are located. They usually have jurisdiction, or atleast co-jurisdiction, for these facilities. In general | think’
we in epidemiology need to work more closely with our state ag departments on outbreaks like this. If they

~canbe engaged, these types of investigations can be accomplished quite quickly. Then the California part
of CALFERT can be given the info to do the work that needs to be done in California. '

Sorry for the rant, but there have been several outbreaks this year that FDA hasn’t done what could be
done, and that is growing exceedingly frustrating. If FDA is doing what they should be doing on this one,
then nevermind — | apologize! . i

Kirk

Kirk Smith, DVM, MS, PhD

Supervisor, Foodborne, Vectorborne, and Zoonotic Disgases Unit
Acute Disease Investigation and Control Section

Minnesota Department of Health

Phone: 651-201-5240

—  Fax:651-201-5082 . ' e S— -

kirk.smith@state.mn.us
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From: Schwensohn, Calin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR) [mailto:hvg4@CDC.GOV]

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 2:00 PM : .
To: Robinson, Trisha (MDH); Von Stein, Diana; Leschinsky, Dennis; Smith, Kirk (MDH); Bergmire-sweat,
David; Cronquist, Alicia (CDC state.co.us); Phan, Quyen; David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail_.net;
joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov; jsadlows@smipgate.dphe.state.co.us

Subject: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update.

Hello All,

Just wanted to provide a short update for E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1. There are 10 total cases
nationwide with-no new uploads to PulseNet since 10/13/09. We have shared available epi information
with FDA but with no recent cases, this cluster is less of a priority. I just wanted to thank everyone for
providing case information and restaurant invoice data, | realize it was quite a bit of work for what ended
up being a smaller cluster. We'll wait to see if there are any additional uploads to PulseNet in the next
couple of weeks before closing this cluster investigation but thanks again let me know if you have any

questions.

Thanks,

Colin

Colin Schwensohn, MPH

Surveillance Epidemiologist

Enteric Diseases Epidemiology Branch

Division of Foodborne, Bacterial and Mycotic Diseases
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road,"MS-A38

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Tel. 404.639.3177 / Fax. 404.639.3535
hvgd@cdc.gov
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From: . "Smith, Kirk (MDH)" <Kirk.Smith@state.mn.us> .

-To: "Williams, lan (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)" <iaw3@cdc.gov>, "Schwensohn, Colin A. ...
ccC: “Tauxe, Robert V. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED)" <rvt1@cdc.gov>, "Guzewich, John J" ...
Date: 10/28/2009 3:48 PM

Subject: RE: E. coli O157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update

To be frank, those are not good reasons. | explained the outbreak being over one, and I m sure you
agree. As for resources, their excuse for the last one was that it was nearing the end of the fiscal year.

~ Well, now it's a new fiscal year, and they still don't have resources? Outbreaks should be a lot higher up
on their priority list than they apparently are now. What's really frustrating is that they are spending what
has to be hundreds of thousands of dollars on all of these Coordinating Committee and Workgroup
meetings designed to come up with tangible products to unveil at the next 50 state meeting to show the
public how much more they're doing to improve food safety. Yet there are not resources to do something
that could much more dlrectly affect food safety ! find it aII kind of hypocntlcal

- 'We do need to find solutions, because you 're right - this is going to keep happening over and over.

Kirk Smith, DVM, MS, PhD
Supervisor, Foodborne, Vectorborne, and Zoonotic Diseases Unlt
Acute Disease Investigation and Control Section
~ Minnesota Department of Health
Phone: 651-201-5240
Fax: 6561-201-5082
kirk.smith@state.mn.us

From: Williams, ian (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) [mailto:iaw3@cdc.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 4:25 PM

To: Smith, Kirk (MDH); Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR); Roblnson Trlsha (MDH);
Von Stein, Diana; Leschinsky, Dennis; Bergmire-sweat, David; Cronquist, Alicia (CDC state.co.us); Phan
Quyen; David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net; joann. rudroff@dhss mo.gov;
jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us

Cc: Tauxe, Robert V. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED); Guzewich, John J; Potter, Morris

Subject: RE: E. coli O157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update. )

Kirk,

My understanding from talking to FDA is the reason this not being pursued is 1) the outbreak appears over
and 2) limited resources. This is the third such cluster this fall where we have attempted an "epi-driven
traceback" (all possibly be associated with Ieafy greens). There have some important issues relating to
roles/responsibilities and resources identified in all three of these. We need to try and find solutions to
these issues as | having a feeling will will be doing more and more of these types of investigations in the
future. 1 totally agree with you about engaging not only the Federal partners, but State Public Health and
Agriculture/Food Protection in these discussions.

lan

lan Williams, PhD, MS
Acting Chief, Outbreak Response and Prevention Branch
Division of Foodborne, Bacterial, and Mycotic Diseases o

National Center for Zoonotic, Vectorborne, and Enteric Diseases
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road - MS A38

Atlanta, GA 30333

Phone: 404-639-2210

CDPHE /00024



Fax: 404-639-2205
Email: IWILLIAMS@CDC.GOV

From: Smith, Kirk (MDH) [mailto:Kirk.Smith@state.mn.us]

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 4:58 PM
To: Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDG/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR); Robinson, Trisha (MDH); Von Stein, Diana;

Leschinsky, Dennis; Bergmire-sweat, David; Cronquist, Alicia (CDC state.co.us);.Phan, Quyen;
David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net; joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov; jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us )
Cc: Williams, lan (CDC/CCID/NCZVED); Tauxe, Robert V. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED); Guzewich, John J
Subject: RE: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update.

Colin - please share this with the involved FDA staff. I've copied Jack G., but I'm sure there are others this

could go to.

I think it is a huge mistake for FDA to drop this, if that is what they are thinking of doing (correct me if I'm
wrong, but this is what it sounds like from reading between the lines). Even though this is not an.ongoing
.outbreak, there is always something valuable to learn from each outbreak, even small ones. | don't think
that whether or not an outbreak is ongoing should always be the overriding criteria of when to tank an
investigation - if we went by that, we would not be worried about investigating the large majority of leafy
-green outbreaks. Maybe the involved farm is doing some sort of poor agricultural practice, and if not
addressed they will cause another outbreak, maybe one that is much bigger. Maybe there's something to
learn at the farm that would be of value to the industry, or its regulators.

It's not like we don't have much to go on and are chasing tenuous Ieads It would not take all that much
effort.to do tracebacks of the leafy greens from the two muitiple-case restaurants and figure this one out

It's low hanging fruit.

FDA has made alot of public statements about being so much more proactlve and aggressive about .
improving food safety (rah, rah). But the proof is in the pudding. Outbreak investigations are :
disproportionately important in assessing food safety in this country, and that is largely independent of
whether or not a particular outbreak is still ongoing when.it is solved. If FDA won't fully engage and work
backwards from 2 restaurants on a rock SOlld lead, then all of their claims about making things better are.

all so much talk.

But most or all of this can be (and sheuld be) done without FDA if they won't do it. It would be necessary to
work with state agriculture departments (usually) in the states where the distributors of these restaurants
are located. They usually have jurisdiction, or atleast co-jurisdiction, for these facilities. In general | think
we in epidemiology need to work more closely with our state ag departments on outbreaks like this. If they
can be engaged, these types of mvestlgatrons can be accomplished qurte quickly. Then the California part
of CALFERT can be glven the info to do the wark that needs to be done in California.

Sorry far the rant, but there have been several outbreaks this year that FDA hasn't done what could be
done, and that is growing exceedingly frustrating. If FDA is domg what they should be doing on this one,

then nevermind - | apologize!
Kirk

Kirk Smith, DVM, MS, PhD
Supervisor, Foodborne, Vectorborne, and Zoonotic Diseases Unit

Acute Disease Investigation and Control Section
Minnesota Department of Health

Phone: 651-201-5240

Fax: 651-201-5082

kirk.smith@state.mn.us
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30/2009) Alicia Cronquist - RE: E. coli O157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update. - N _ Page 3]

From: Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR) [mailto:hvgd@CDC.GOV]

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 2:00 PM ]

To: Robinson, Trisha (MDHY); Von Stein, Diana; Leschinsky, Dennis; Smith, Kirk (MDHY); Bergmire-sweat,
. David; Cronquist, Alicia (CDC state.co.us); Phan, Quyen; David.Bergmire-Sweat@ncmail.net;

joann.rudroff@dhss.mo.gov; jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us

Subject: E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 update. :

Hello All,

Just wanted to provide a short update for E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1. There are 10 total cases
nationwide with no new uploads to PulseNet since 10/13/09. We have shared available epi information
with EDA but with no recent cases, this cluster is less of a priority. | just wanted to thank everyone for
providing case information and restaurant invoice data, | realize it was quite a bit of work for what ended
up being a smaller cluster. We'll wait to see if there are any additional uploads to PulseNet in the next
couple of weeks before closing this cluster investigation but thanks again let me know if you have any
questions. . :

Thanks,
Colin

Colin Schwensochn, MPH

Surveillance Epidemiologist

Enteric Diseases Epidemiology Branch

Division of Eoddborne, Bacterial and Mycotic Diseases
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road, MS-A38

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Tel. 404.639.3177 / Fax. 404.639.3535
hvgd@cdc.gov - -
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[5612010) Jennifer Sadlowski - RE: Info on E. coli 0157.H7 cluster 09TOMLEXH-1 ST : “Page 11

From: | "Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR)" <th4@cdc.gov>

To: "Jennifer Sadlowski" <jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us> :
Date: 2/26/2010 2:09 PM .
Subject: ~ RE: Info on E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1

Hi Jen,

Below is the basic close out summary for this cluster, I'm still waiting
on PulseNet to provide an updated line list but when we closed out there
were a total 10 human cases.

E. coli 0157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1 involved 10 isolates from MN(3),-
IA(2), CO(2), CT(1), NG(1), MO(1). Patients in both MN and 1A ate ata
common Italian restaurant in Omaha, NE on 9/5/09. Patients in NC and CO
also ate at Italian style restaurants. 8/10 patients report lettuce
consumption at a restaurant. States are collecting detail on meals eaten

at these restaurants and also collecting invoice data from restaurants

and forwarding to CDC. The only common food shared among patrons of
Italian restaurants in CO and NE was a house salad containing romaine
lettuce, inspection of the restaurant invoices indicate the restaurants
share a common distributor and maybe supplied a similar brand of head
romaine lettuce. There have been no additional human isolates uploaded |
to PulseNet and formal follow-up of this cluster has ended. -

Thanks,
Colin

-----Original Message--—— '
" From: Jennifer Sadlowski [mailto:jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us}] -
- Sent: Friday, February 26, 2010 2:10 PM

To: Schwensohn, Colin A. (CDC/CCID/NCZVED) (CTR) -

Subject: Info on E. coli ©157:H7 cluster 0910MLEXH-1

Hi Colin,

! ém_ finishing up the outbreak report that | am writing for Colorado
regarding this outbreak and | seem to be missing some pieces of
information. | was wondering if you have any sort of report that CDC

had written regarding this cluster that might be helpful to include
information | may bé missing. '

I'd also apprec':iaté if you could send along the most recent line list
that includes all of the states and the number of cases as I'm not sure .
| have the final case counts for each state.

Thanks in advance and let me know if you have any questions.
Jen

Jennifer Sadlowski, MSPH
Epidemiologist
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Scher, Jo

From: Jennlfer Sadlowski [jsadlows@smtpgate.dphe.state.co. us]
Sent: Friday, October 16, 2009 4.04 PM :

To: Scher, Jo - ,

Subject: Address

Hey Jo,

| updated my address in my signature to reﬂect the Disease Control address part so it should
arrive right on my desk on Monday.

Thank you for all of your hélp in this investigation!

Jen

)enmfer Sadlowski, MSPH

Epidemiologist .

Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment -

DCEED-DSI-A3

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South

Denver, CO 80246

.P(303) 692-2776

F(303) 782-0338

jennifer.sadlowski@state.co.us

1 CDPHE /00028



Colorado Department
of Public Health

and Environment

TO: CO(I_M : | PHONE#

FAX # 40713 9-3535

FROM: Jen Sadlowski -
3 R - PHONE # 303-692-2776
DATE: 16-a0-07 " FAX #303-782-0338

|supmer: | Restawant Fnvoices Fhrovgh 2/(,

Thank you

# PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER PAGE: 3 b

CONFIDENTIAL

This fax is for the use of the intended recipient only.. It may contain
information that is privileged and confidential. Unauthorized viewing,
copying, use or distribution of this information is prohibited and may violate
federal and state privacy and security laws. If you have received this

— - informa ti'orrin—em}r:*plm'effnot'rfy-theﬂcn-der—orfespomi-ble—a&‘c—heﬁfc—yﬁmd
destroy the communication.
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